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TELEVISED CONTROL
Pyongyang Turns to TV as Its Most Effective Propaganda Tool

不可思議的人民洗腦政策—北韓元首造神運動

Well, one worrying factor in all of this is the cultlike support Kim Jong-un has in North Korea. Now, the country has an army of more than a million men willing to die for their leader. CNN’s Kyung Lah shows us just hoe powerful Pyongyang’s propaganda machine can be.

Bizarre, over-the-top—welcome to the one and only television channel available in North Korea, Korea Central Television, KCTV. To the outside world, the state-run images run from the weird and ridiculous to unbelievable and outlandish propaganda. But look what happens as Chae Young-hee watches KCTV. “They’re god,” she says, referring to North Korea’s trinity Kim Jong-un, his father and grandfather.
But how can people think of him as a god? “That’s what you’re taught since birth,” says this defector, who escaped North Korea 10 years ago, fleeing the brutal regime. She says, “it’s been a long time since I last saw this and I feel…I’m getting emotional. I don’t know how to express this. This is not a lis. This is not an act. It’s real. If anything happens, North Koreans would give up their lives. They will even jump into a fire.

So, this is very powerful. Even though you left 10 years ago, this still has power over you.
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We watch a children’s show that Chae finally remembers, the good North Korean cat defeating the South Korean rat and a war film that depicts the North Koreans defeating Americans.But if there’s a revelation for this woman, who fled North Korea so long ago, it’s this.
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You didn’t know Kim Jong-un. Do you feel the same love and devotion to him that you felt to Kim Jong-il just by watching this television?

“Yes, I feel the same. He looks like Kim Il-sung. He looks exactly like his grandfather. He’s the same. He’s doing exactly what his grandfather and his father did.”
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The power of propaganda on a people, the power of a regime.
Vocabulary

1. televise [ˋtɛlə͵vaɪz] v. 電視播映
2. propaganda [͵prɑpəˋgændə] n. 宣傳;宣導
3. cultlike [ˋkʌlt͵laɪk] adj. 如宗教崇拜般的
4. bizarre [bɪˋzɑr] adj. 奇異的
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over-the-top adj. 誇大的
6. outlandish [aʊtˋlændɪʃ] adj. 古怪的
7. defector [dɪˋfɛktɚ] n. 叛逃者
8. flee [fli] v. 逃走
9. brutal [ˋbrut!] adj. 殘暴的
10.  regime [rɪˋʒim] n. 政權
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 depict [dɪˋpɪkt] v. 描述
12.  revelation [rɛv!ˋeʃən] n. 披露
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 devotion [dɪˋvoʃən] n. 奉獻;忠誠
REFERANCE: CNN Interactive English Magazine
