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Influential Rocker Lou Reed Passes
美國傳奇搖滾音樂人盧里德辭世


Lou Reed, a massively influential songwriter and guitarist who helped shape nearly fifty years of rock music, died on Long Island at the age of 71. The cause of his death has not yet been released, but Reed underwent a liver transplant in May.


With the Velvet Underground in the late Sixties, Reed fused street-level urgency with elements of European avant-garde music, marrying beauty and noise, while bringing a whole new lyrical honesty to rock & roll poetry. As a restlessly inventive solo artist, from the Seventies into the 2010s, he was chameleonic, thorny and unpredictable, challenging his fans at every turn. Glam, punk and alternative rock are all unthinkable without his revelatory example. "One
chord is fine," he once said, alluding to his bare-bones guitar style. "Two chords are pushing it. Three chords and you're into jazz."

Reed once said his goal was not just to make music but to speak to people the way Shakespeare and James Joyce spoke to him through literature.
Vocabulary

Massively adv. [ˋmæsɪvlɪ] 大大地; 大量地
Shape v. [ʃep] 使成形; 塑造, 製作
Release v. [rɪˋlis] 釋放, 解放

Urgency n. [ˋɝdʒənsɪ] 緊急; 迫切

Chord n. [kɔrd] 和弦, 和音
