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Teenager uses Facebook to save Romania’s stray dogs

少女用臉書救羅馬尼亞的流浪狗

When French film actress Brigitte Bardot began a campaign to spare the thousands of stray dogs in Romania’s capital from being put down, she did it with a $150,000 donation scheme.
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A similar campaign is being waged by Ana-Maria Ciulcu, a 13-year-old schoolgirl with braces on her teeth who uses Facebook to appeal to dog lovers all over Europe - and to make sure the dogs go to the right homes.

Ciulcu was a baby when Bardot started her sterilisation campaign in 2001. Now she speaks fluent German and has a grasp of the Internet, and she’s used both to rescue 150 strays and ship them to Germany, Austria and Belgium since September.
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But Bucharest’s state-funded wards now hold 2,800 dogs, and 2,000 dogs have been euthanised in the past two months, according to Romania’s Authority for Animal Surveillance and Protection. Some 60,000 strays roam Bucharest.

Ciulcu collects strays on the street. They go to a temporary private shelter, or to the backyard of her home. She has a veterinarian vaccinate them and give them microchip identification tags and eventually gets international passports for them.

All costs, from medicines, vaccines and neutering to identification chips and passports, are covered by Ana-Maria’s family - about 150 euros per dog. Transporting the animals to their destinations is covered by the new owner.
【WORD BANK】

	Stray (n)：走失的家畜
	put down：動物的撲殺、使安樂死

	donation (n)：捐贈、捐助
	scheme (n)：方案、計畫

	sterilisation：消毒、絕孕
	euthanize (v)：安樂死

	vaccinate (v)：接種疫苗
	neutering (v)：結紮的


