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雙腿截肢　紐西蘭男子以義肢登上世界最高峰
Reaching the summit of the world's tallest peak poses a daunting task for any climber.
	 On May 16, 47-year-old New Zealand native Mark Inglis overcame more than just the dizzying altitude, freezing winds and thin air.
	He stood at the roof of the world after becoming the first double-amputee to conquer the ultimate climbing challenge.
"I did it," croaked an elated Inglis, speaking to his wife via satellite phone shortly after reaching the mountaintop. Moments later in a brief interview with reporters, he was asked to describe his climb. Suffering from laryngitis and exhaustion, he could only manage a few words: "Bloody hard."
Inglis lost both his legs to frostbite after being trapped by a blizzard for 14 days in 1982 on New Zealand's Mount Cook. He would later go on to be the first double amputee to scale that peak, as well as Tibet's Mount Cho Oyu, the sixth-highest in the world. He also won a silver medal for cycling in the 2000 Sydney Paralympic Games.
[image: http://ts2.mm.bing.net/th?id=H.4693888992346181&pid=15.1]Inglis and his group faced temperatures as low as -30℃ during their climb. At one stage in the last nine hours of their ascent, the team's cameras began to freeze up. Inglis suffered a further setback when one of his carbon fiber artificial legs snapped. Thankfully, he brought a bundle of spares with him and the broken limb was quickly replaced.
Fellow New Zealander Sir Edmund Hillary, 86, the first person known to have conquered Everest, was the first also to offer Inglis his congratulations. "It's a remarkable effort," the elder climber said. "He's done a pretty good job."


amputee　n. 受截肢者              summit　n. 尖峰；峰頂；高峰
dizzying　adj. 令人暈眩的         　altitude　n. 海拔高度
croak　v. 以低沈沙啞的聲音說出     elated　adj. 興高采烈的；得意洋洋的
layngitis　n. 喉頭炎                exhaustion　n. 精疲力竭；耗盡
blizzard　n. 大風雪；暴風雪         paralympic　adj. 殘障奧運的
a bundle of...　一捆；一包；包裹     spare　n. 備用品
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