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The London Tube Turns 150
倫敦地鐵一百五十周年慶

Nick Glass, CNN Correspondent:
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Out of the tunnel, into the light at a top speed under central London of about 50 kilometers an hour. So many cities—over150 of them—now have metro Underground systems. We forget that London was the first in 1863.

[It] remains one of the busiest, up to four million passengers a day, the equivalent of roughly half London’s population. But let’s step back in time. Imagine it before the first Tube map was drawn, when so much transport was horse-drawn, and the traffic congested. The solution was to dig just below the surface and bring in steam trains.
This is, believe it or not, the only surviving steam engine from the London Underground of the 1860s. it dates from 1866, and it’s known simply as no.23 just imagine what it was like to travel on it—all that smoke, all that sulfur, like breathing crocodile’s breath, as one passenger put it. this is substantially a Victorian Underground. The arch and some platforms at Baker Street are pretty much unchanged. The Underground system was launched by competing railway companies line by line. It was electrified in the early 1900s.

Strangely enough, the companies were unified, the system made whole by an American, a financier and convicted embezzler from Philadelphia, Charles Tyson Yerkes.

An amazing, almost crook in some respects is largely responsible for the development of large parts of London’s Tube network. We still say please
move down inside the car, not carriage, as you would hear elsewhere in British railways. And that goes back to that American influence in the early Tube railways.

We all know the diagrammatic London Tube map, a much-imitated design classic. But the first version in 1931 wasn’t even commissioned. Harry Beck, an electrical draftsman, dreamt it up in his spare time. Initially, the Underground wasn’t keen.
To mark its 150th birthday, the Underground is celebrating with a special poster exhibition. Of course, Londoners moan about the Tube—the overcrowding, the heat, the delays—much as they do about the weather. But they can’t really get around quickly without it.

Vocabulary
1 equivalent [ɪˋkwɪvələnt] n. 相當於…的事物/ adj. 相等的
2 congest [kənˋdʒɛst] v. 壅塞
3 substantially [səbˋstænʃəlɪ] adv. 實質上
4 unify [ˋjunə͵faɪ] v. 使統一
6 crook [krʊk] n. 騙子; 罪犯
7 imitate [ˋɪmə͵tet] v. 模仿
8 commission [kəˋmɪʃən] v. 委託製作; 任命
9 spare [spɛr] adj. (時間)多餘的; 剩下的
10 keen [kin] adj. 熱衷的
11 moan [mon] v. 抱怨
12 sulfur [ˋsʌlfɚ] n. 硫磺
13 financier [͵fɪnənˋsɪɚ] n. 金融家
14 embezzler [ɪmˋbɛzlɚ] n. 盜用公款者
15 diagrammatic [͵daɪəgrəˋmætɪk] adj. 圖表的
16 draftsman [ˋdræftsmən] n. 製圖者; 起草者
17 overcrowd [͵ovɚˋkraʊd] v. 過度擠滿
REFERANCE: All Plus Interactive English Magazine
