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Cirque du Soleil’s Krista Monson 
Has an Eye for Talent
 太陽劇團——造就頂尖人才
Krista Monson‚ a casting director of Cirgue Du Soleil‚ is oversees a dynamic pool of artists that even includes former Olympians. She oversees a team of scouts that look for performers in the western U.S. and Canada that could be used by Cirque du Soleil shows worldwide. Her team also picks performers for the company’s ten –year-round U.S. shows.
This guardian of talent‚ former dancer‚ and choreographer‚ mother of two boys and wife to a Cirque du Soleil band leader is Krista Monson.

The fantasy world of Cirque du Soleil. It pulls audiences in with its breathtaking acrobatics‚ otherworldly scenery and stunning choreography. In any of the company’s 21 shows‚ you could see singers‚ dancers‚ jugglers‚ clowns‚ contortionists‚ acrobats and more.
Krista Monson is one of a handful of casting directors bringing them in. The needs of Cirque du Soleil are so varied‚ Monson’s team has to be cross seven what they call “discipline families‚” and nearly 500 artistic and acrobatic profiles hall within those families.
KRISTA MONSON‚ CASTING DIRECTOR‚ CIRQUE 
You can’t be an expert at everything. It’s impossible. And what is possible though‚ is to have experts as part of the casting team that understand those communities‚ understand how clowns work‚ and react to our approach‚ and what will help inspire those artists to want to work with us.

So‚ even if you’re talking about an Olympian diver or an Olympian‚ artistic excellence is usually something that’s not in their vocabulary. They’re seasoned pros at . . . in what they do. They’ve been doing it for years and years and years and years and years‚ and they’re at a very high level. And we want that high level. But we also want them to be open-minded. We want them to take risks. We want to get them out of their comfort zone.

We are hit occasionally with a certain artist that comes to us and we cannot categorize them, and we actually like those moments‚ because we know we’re hopefully discovering something new.
Vocabulary

1 oversee [ˋovɚˋsi] v. 監督;管理
2 dynamic [daɪˋnæmɪk] adj. 精力充沛的
3 scout [skaʊt] n. 發掘新人者
4 choreographer [͵korɪˋɑgrəfɚ] n. 編舞者
5 acrobatics [͵ækrəˋbætɪks] n. 特技;雜耍表演
6 otherworldly [ˋʌðɚˋwɝldlɪ] adj. 超凡脫俗的
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7 stunning [ˋstʌnɪŋ] adj. 令人震驚的
8 jugglers [ˋdʒʌglɚ] n. 耍把戲的人
9 contortionist [kənˋtɔrʃənɪst] n. 柔體表演者
10 handful [ˋhændfəl] n. 少數;少量 
11seasoned [ˋsiznd] adj. 經驗豐富的 
12 categorize [ˋkætəgə͵raɪz] v. 歸類;編目
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