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From Salt of the Earth to Shopping Extravaganza: Iquique Reinvents Itself

小城市 - 大變化 

採礦區到購物天堂

Founded in the late 16th century, Iquique remained something of an outpost on the fringe of the world's driest region — the Atacama Desert. Visiting the region in 1835, when it was part of Peru, Charles Darwin noted that the town, as it was then, was “very much in want of everyday necessities” due to its remoteness.
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Twelve years later, the city was a focal point in the Chilean Civil War, when an alternative government was formed there. However, perhaps the most notorious incident was the Santa Maria de Iquique Massacre of 1907 when government forces mowed down up to 2,000 miners and their families who were protesting over working conditions. 
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Modern Iquique would be largely unrecognizable to its pioneering miners. Although it maintains its frontier town feel, it has striven to promote itself as a tourist destination. The saltpeter refineries have been abandoned for half a century but continue to profit the city through tourist dollars after they were declared a UNESCO World Heritage site in 2005.
Vocabulary

Outpost n. [ˋaʊt͵post] 邊遠居民點
Notorious adj. [noˋtorɪəs] 惡名昭彰的

Mow down殘殺

