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Diligent Asian students dominate global exam
勤奮的亞洲學生稱霸全球性考試

As a ninth-grader, Shanghai’s Li Sixin spent more than three hours on homework a night and took tutorials in math, physics and chemistry on the weekends. When she was tapped to take an exam last year given to half a million students around the world, Li breezed through it.
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"I felt the test was just easy, " said Li, who was a student at Shanghai Wenlai Middle School at the time and now attends high school. "The science part was harder... but I can handle that."
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Those long hours focused on schoolwork ─ and a heavy emphasis on test-taking skills─help explain why young students like Li in China’s financial hub once again dominated an international test to 15-year-olds called the Program for International Student Assessment, or PISA.
Students from Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, South Korea and Japan ─ all from Asia ─ were right behind.
【WORD BANK】

tutorial：名詞，個別指導，家教。tutor，名詞，家教老師；動詞，指導，當家教

breeze through：形容迅速又輕鬆地做好某事，不費吹灰之力，輕鬆過關

right behind：（字面意義）隨後，緊接著；（引申意義）支持（+ somebody）
