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Antarctic rescue: US ice-breaker to help stuck ships
極地救援：美國破冰船就助受困船隻

A US ice-breaker is to help two ships that are stuck in thick ice in Antarctica following a rescue mission.
The Polar Star has been asked to cut a path through the ice in order to free the Xue Long and the Akademik Shokalskiy, the US Coast Guard said. The Chinese boat, Xue Long, became ice-bound after helping to rescue 52 passengers stranded on Akademik Shokalskiy on Thursday.
The Russian research vessel has been trapped since 24 December.
Safety of life
The team on board said the ship was stocked with food and was in no danger. There are 111 individuals on the Xue Long and 22 remaining crew on the Shokalskiy. The Aurora Australis will now transport the rescued passengers to Hobart, once it has completed a re-supply mission at the Casey research base on the Windmill Islands, just outside the Antarctic Circle.
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Meanwhile Prof Chris Turney, co-leader of the AAE 2013, has defended the scientific value of the expedition and rejected claims it was a "tourist trip" hampered by poor preparation.
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Writing in the UK's Observer newspaper, he said the trip had been struck by bad luck as opposed to human error. He said it was an important scientific expedition and its success would ultimately be measured by peer-reviewed studies.[image: image5.jpg]




The Polar Star is 399ft (120m) long with a maximum speed of 18 knots, the US Coast Guard said. It can continuously break 6ft (1.8m) of ice at three knots, and can break 21ft (6.4m) of ice by backing and ramming.
The vessel has been diverted from its mission to break a channel through the ice to resupply the US Antarctic research station on Ross Island - but will return to that task once it has freed the trapped ships.
Vocabulary

Passenger n.  [ˋpæsndʒɚ] 乘客
Vessel n. [ˋvɛs!] 船, 艦
Expedition n.  [͵ɛkspɪˋdɪʃən] 遠征
Preparation n. [͵prɛpəˋreʃən] 準備
