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Airlines lure premium passengers with preorder food service
空中的美食服務
RICHARD QUEST‚ BUSINESS TRAVELLER

Those who eat well on the ground also like to eat well when they fly. And airlines today are discovering one way of distinguishing themselves from each other is to offer premium passengers more choice. One trend is to let them choose from a wider menu before they get on the plane.

 is a service that launched in February last year for first‚ and now business class‚ passengers can order their meal before the flight.

The Chef-on-Call service is available on Kuala Lumpur‚ Sydney and London routes. Meals must be preordered at least 24hours before departure‚ otherwise you just choose from the set menu. For business travelers constantly on the road‚ adjusting to time zones as well as different cuisines can be tough on the body. Malaysia Airlines hopes Chef-on-Call will help passengers take more control of their diets.

Malaysia Airlines Chef-on-Call is‚ however‚ not a new concept which had tried out Singapore Airlines’ offering.

Premium passengers can Book the Cook on all flights out of Singapore and on seven long-haul routes into Changi‚ each with a different menu from first and business class. And in Europe‚ Latvian airline Air Baltic has offered a preorder service in economy and business class since 2008.

If you have time to browse and book your meal before you fly‚ the gamble is whether you’ll fancy eating what you ordered once in the air. At least you can choose your favorites or try something new. You just have to hope you don’t get food envy.
Vocabulary
1 premium [ˋprimɪəm] adj. 頂級的
2 distinguish [dɪˋstɪŋgwɪʃ] v. 區別;使…突出
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3 launch [lɔntʃ] v. 啟動;推出(服務，商品)
4 route [rut] n. 路線;航線
5 adjust to [əˋdʒʌst] v. 調適;調整
6 cuisine [kwɪˋzin] n. 菜餚
7 long-haul [ˋlɔŋˋhɔl] adj. 長途的
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8 fancy [ˋfænsɪ] v. [口] 喜好;愛好
9 food envy 別人的比較好吃
Additional

1 julienne [͵dʒulɪˋɛn] adj. 切絲的
2 asparagus [əˋspærəgəs] n. 蘆筍
3 blanch [blæntʃ] v. 汆燙
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4 sear [sɪr] v. 燒烤;燒焦
5 jus [ʒus] n. [法] 汁;液
6 seasoning [ˋsiznɪŋ] n. 調味;調味料;佐料
REFERANCE:

CNN Interactive English Magazine
