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Earth Hour
地球一小時
全球性的節能活動，提倡於每年三月的最後一個星期六當地時間晚上20:30，家庭及商界用戶關上不必要的電燈及耗電產品一小時。藉此活動推動電源管理，減少能源消耗，讓大家意識到全球暖化的議題，也讓大家輕鬆參與改善地球暖化的活動盡一份心力… -Helen Chen 陳韋婷
Earth Hour is a worldwide event organized by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and held on the last Saturday of March annually. Earth Hour encourages households and businesses to turn off their non-essential lights for one hour to raise awareness about the need to take action on climate change. 
The event, conceived by World Wide Fund for Nature and The Sydney Morning Herald, first took place in 2007. There were 2.2 million residents of Sydney participated by turning off all non-essential lights. In 2008, the event was spread to all over the world. There were nearly 380 cities and towns around the world adopted this event. Besides, Taiwan has joined the event since 2009.
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Earth Hour 2012 was held from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. local time, 31 March. Through Facebook, Twitter, Google+ and e-mail, more and more people joined Earth Hour event. Some people also share their commitment to the environment with their own social media networks to inspire people from all corners of the globe to join the event.
Haven’t you joined Earth Hour? You can start it next year. Earth Hour 2013 will be held on Saturday, March 30, 2013. However, keeping lights off when not in use is one of the best ways to modify global warming that you don’t have to wait for one year.  
Vocabulary
1. worldwide [ˋwɝld͵waɪd] a. 世界範圍的, 遍及全球的
2. World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 世界自然基金會
3. household [ˋhaʊs͵hold] n. 一家人; 家眷; 家庭, 戶
4. essential [ɪˋsɛnʃəl] a. 必要的, 不可缺的
5. conceive [kənˋsiv] v. 構想出, 想像, 設想[+wh-]
6. The Sydney Morning Herald雪梨晨鋒報
7. commitment [kəˋmɪtmənt] n. 信奉; 支持; 獻身[(+to)]
8. modify [ˋmɑdə͵faɪ] v. 更改, 修改
